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CLASSMATES EVERYWHERE! 

Thanks for the tons of cards and letters! Our 
office is swamped with mail from Sweden, 
Denmark, Israel, Jamaica, Holland, Britain, 
and of course the United States and Canada. The 
actors love getting mail and the opening 
sessions are always very exciting. 

DEGRASSI EVERYWHERE! 

Isme Bennie, International distributor of 
DEGRASSI, informs us that the Spring was a 
busy season for foreign sales. France, 
Germany & the Netherlands have definite 
interest in renewing. Israel & Iceland have 
already renewed & the Republic of Eire 
(Ireland) has just purchased DJH I. I n 
Denmark, 425 kids phoned a child abuse 
hotline after the number was publicized 
following the airing of "The Cover Up." 

AROUND THE WORLD, AROUND 

THE BLOCK 

Aside from the shows travelling so well around 
the world, some of the cast have been doing a 
little traveling of their own. In Ottawa, Irene 
(Alexa) Courakos, Maureen (Heather) 
Deiseach and Michael (Simon) Carry blitzed 
the media and attracted almost 600 autograph 
seekers to the Rideau Centre ... In Vancouver, 
Stefan (Snake) Brogren and Christopher 
(Scooter) Charlesworth won money for Unicef 
on the game show Talkabout... Back in Ottawa, 
Pat (Joey) Mastroianni gamely took a pie in 
the face on Switchback ... A media blitz, 
school visits and a trolley tour were highlights 
of a trip to Boston by Neil (Wheels) Hope and 
Stacie (Caitlin) Mistysyn . . . Linda Schuyler 
(Executive Producer), Kit Hood 
(Director/Producer), Stacie Mistysyn, and 
Pat Mastroianni were a huge hit in Sweden and 
Denmark, and even got to blow their own glass! 

. Anais (Lucy) Granofsky and Duncan 
(Arthur) Waugh didn't quite stump them on 
Front Page Challenge in Regina - too famous, 
we suppose . . . and Maureen (Michelle) McKay 


and Dayo (B.L.T.) Ade knocked them dead in 
Cleveland at press conferences for students and 
on the airwaves . . . While attending the 
Vancouver Children's Festival as Plenary 
Speaker to it's Arts Symposium, Linda 
Schuyler, on behalf of the cast, crew and all 
others involved with DEGRASSI was presented 
with the AYA AWARD. This annual award 
recognizes DEGRASSI JUNIOR HIGH for its 
outstanding contribution to young people, and 
was presented by The Canadian Institute Of The 
Arts For Young Audiences. This Annual 
Children’s Festival was attended by teachers, 
producers, counselors, and entertainers from 
all over the world. 


Pat, Maureen, & Anais relaxing (?) on the DEGRASSI set j 

CAMERA ROLLING 

Shot one, Take one, and the new season of 
DEGRASSI is underway. Filming of the 
hour-long opener of DEGRASSI HIGH wrapped 
up in the middle of May and is scheduled to air 
on CBC November6,1989. This year we have 
some exciting shows lined up with all your 
favourite actors and some interesting new 
faces. Stay tuned for shows that tackle such 
serious topics as date abuse, swarming, and 
abortion. There will be plenty of partying too 
- including the premiere of The Zit Remedy's 
first rock video. 








ALL IN A GOOD CAUSE 

DEGRASSI members have been involved in 
more than just filming recently. They've been 
backing some very good causes such as the 
Easter Seals Campaign, and the Second Harvest. 
The cast members and Phil Earnshaw 
(Director of Photography) donated some of 
their time to make a commercial for Foster 
Parents' Plan of Canada. Since the PWT 
Repertory Company supports two foster 
children, they were more than happy to help 
out . . . The PWT Rep. Co. announced on April 
24th that they will be the Goodwill 
Ambassadors for Unicef Ontario for 1989. The 
Rep. Co. is waving the flag for kids around the 
world as Unicef focuses on The Rights of the 
Child this year. Perhaps some of our 
Classmates members have already seen the 
Unicef commercial which is currently airing 
featuring 5 DEGRASSI cast members. Many of 
the other Rep. Co. have been participating in 
various television and print interviews. Pat 
Mastroianni and Amanda Stepto have traveled 
to New York City to tour the United Nations and 
meet with similar American Ambassadors... 
What can you and your school do to help those 
children in the world who experience much 
fewer rights? Why not send your ideas to 
Playing With Time, and we will print some of 
them in our next newsletter... Better yet why 
not use your innovative ideas at your own 
school? As a sign of appreciation various 
DEGRASSI cast members will be making 
appearances at a select number of Ontario 
schools that have given outstanding support to 
Unicef. Could that be your school? ...Watch 
for the DEGRASSI Unicef educational video to be 
screened in many Ontario schools this fall. 

READ IT, WEAR IT, LOVE IT... 

2 new DEGRASSI JUNIOR HIGH books are 
on the market - Rtephanie Kave by Ken 
Roberts and Spike by Loretta Castellarin and 
Ken Roberts. Amanda Stepto, who plays Spike, 
and Loretta set off right after the last day of 
shooting last December on a whirlwind cross 
country tour to promote the book in 
Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Regina, 
Winnipeg, Halifax, Montreal and Ottawa. 
Shane . Caitlin . and Melanie, will be 3 new 
titles available at book stores this Autumn... 
Can't decide what to wear today? Why not a 
DEGRASSI sweat shirt? Or perhaps DEGRASSI 
sweatpants and a DEGRASSI T-Shirt? This 


summer selected Hudson's Bay stores across 
Canada will be selling all sorts of DEGRASSI 
clothing... 

READ SOME MORE ABOUT IT! 

Volume II of The DEGRASSI Digest which is 
published by the PWT Foundation is out and 
450,000 copies have been shipped to schools 
in every province across Canada, for use in 
classrooms, free of charge. The response has 
been tremendous and a second printing of 
25,000 copies was recently completed. The 
printing and shipping costs were generously 
donated by the Groupe de Recherche sur les 
jeunes et les M<§dia (GRJM) - Centre for Youth 
and Media Studies de L'Universite de Montreal 
with the financial assistance of the CRB 
Foundation^.A group of writers at Playing 
With Time are currently putting together a 
third Degrassi Digest that is scheduled to be 
distributed in the Fall. Watch for some more 
exciting reading! 

CRITIC'S CORNER 

PWT receives some very engaging letters. 

"Spike & Shane taught me alot about sex. I was 
ready to have sex with my boyfriend but then I 
saw that episode with Shane & Spike. I decided 
it doesn't pay so I'm going to save it until I'm 
married. I might lose a few boyfriends but it's 
worth it." K.M. Calgary. 

"/ do not feel that children after giving birth 
should be encouraged to keep their 
babies...Spike by keeping her baby is making a 
statement that it is okay for 14 year olds to do 
the same." J.G. Vancouver. Enclosed in J.G. 's 
envelope was a separate letter written by her 
two daughters who offer other viewpoints. 
"Your portrayal is far from idyllic: in making 
this decision, Spike has been forced to 
compromise her social life and risk 
condemnation by her peers...we doubt that any 
girl would follow her example without serious 
consideration." S. and S. G. Vancouver. 
DEGRASSI Producers applaud and thank these 
viewers and others who are using the show as a 
forum for discussion and thought... The press 
also had fair words as the three Toronto 
newspapers included DEGRASSI JUNIOR 
HIGH in their 'Top 10 T.V. Shows' of the year. 
” DEGRASSI gets on with it, tells it pretty much 
as it is. And because it looks and sounds like 
us, we like it even more." Greg Quill, Toronto 
Star. 








AMANDA STEPTO 

Amanda, 18, plays teen mother Spike, one of 
Degrassi’s most popular characters, getting 
over 20 letters per week . 7 guess it's what 
my character's going through. Teen pregancy 
is a popular issue and it's something 
controversial too - anything a little bit 
shocking always gets attention. I think Spike 
has made a lot of young girls stop and think 
twice about getting pregnant, too.” Amanda is 
frequently accosted on the street for her 
autograph. "It's flattering, it doesn't bother 
me. Sometimes I feel like snapping at them if 
I'm in a bad mood - but I never do,” she laughs. 
"The funniest thing is when people mix me up 
with Spike - they ask me if I really had a baby, 
adults too. Some of the people who interviewed 
me when the Spike book came out even thought 
I wrote the book. I guess it's because the 
show's so realistic.” The best part about being 
on the series for Amanda is what has come to 
her as a result of it. "I’m always getting to 
meet new people, and go to places like Atlanta, 
England and across Canada. And all because I'm 
doing something I already enjoy.” Although 
she’s in Grade 13 this year, Amanda plans to 
return to the series for the upcoming season. 
77/ take a year off, and see what it brings me. 
After that, I might go to University, or get into 
the film program at Ryerson.” 


BILL PARROTT 

Bill, 17, plays Shane, the father of Spike's 
baby, and in a recent episode he experimented 
with drugs with tragic results. ”l'm pleased to 
have the part of the guy who got the girl 
pregnant, and then the drug-taking episode. 
It's really good that they address these issues 
in the shows, because they happen in real life.” 
A lot of Bill's friends called up at the end of the 
first part of the episode "Taking Off' to find out 
what was going to happen to Shane. 7 told them 
they'd have to watch next week - after all, I 
had to wait until the next episode to find out 
myself, so they can too? The friends who 
tuned in the following week learned that Shane 
falls off a bridge and is unconscious in the 
hospital. "A week or two before I was given 
that script, I went to visit a friend in the 
hospital who had been in a horrible accident 
and had been unconscious. It was upsetting to 
see him, but I was able to think back on how he 
seemed to help me with my performance.” For 
Bill, there are many plusses to being on the 
show. "It’s such an interesting life - some kids 
put up their hands in class to be excused to go 
to the bathroom. I get excused to go to film.” 
Bill also sees future benefits. "Acting is such 
great experience for whatever you want to do 
in life - I've learned to concentrate, and 
dealing with people on a deeper level that you 
normally would, I think helps you be a better 
judge of character.” The worst part of being on 
DEGRASSI? ”When the filming's over. Now 
I'm just one of the kids who says, 'Sir, may I go 
to the bathroom?" 












EXTRA, EXTRA!!! 

Many fans would love to be extras on the show, 
but what is it really like? Hard work!!! 
Actors interested in being on the show must 
audition and complete acting workshops held by 
Playing With Time. Besides living in Toronto, 
extras must continue to study at their regular 
high schools, so they have work to do on top of 
their film work at DEGRASSI. Some extras get 
lines and bits of special business in certain 
episodes, which can eventually lead to full 
characters. Spike, for example, began as an 
extra. 


OUR EXTRAS SPEAK!!! 

Lisa Williams (Joy - Fourth from the left) 
and Colleen Lam (Vivian - Second from the 
right) share their feelings about working on 
DEGRASSI. 


LISA... 

"It's fun. It's hard work. Sometimes extras 
help the scene out alot. It makes the 
background look more alive. Like you wouldn't 
have just three people talking in a whole 
school everyday. So, actually being an extra is 
pretty special. It's almost like having a lead 


part but you're just not saying anything... My 
mom loves it. She says 'Oh there's my 
daughter, my daughter Lisa on DEGRASSI!' 
This is a great opportunity. It's like a gift you 
always wanted! It's a joy coming to work. I 
have a lot of fun here." 


COLLEEN... 

We get paid really well, we get lunch, and we 
get to be with friends which is also a plus. 
Sometimes we run behind schedule and things 
get hectic and it's hot. My friends say 'oh your 
job is so easy, you just walk by.' And I say 
Nooo. Because you have to do it over and over 
and there are times you have to change your 
plans... It’s not as easy as they think it is. On 
my resume' it will say DEGRASSI JUNIOR HIGH 
- (People will say) 'Oh wow you were on this 
really good show’. So it will be beneficial to 
my future, I hope!" 


HELP IS HERE! 

Need someone to talk to? You can now do that 
free of charge. Kids Help Phone at 
1-800-668-6868 (In Canada only) will talk 
with you & try to help you out with any of your 
problems, & you don't have to give your name. 



Lisa 'Joy' Williams (Middle), Colleen 'Vivian' Lam (Second from right), have something to say! 
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